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CHARACTERS: 
. 
ROSARIO CHILD: Rosario at 8 years old. A haunted child who misses her 
recently deceased little brother. 
 
UNDEAD MARIO: The undead version of Rosario's long-lost little brother Mario. 
He is dressed in his fancy funeral clothes. 
 

Scene 1 (part 1) 
 

SETTING: We are inside Rosario’s mind as she dreams of a spooky Mexican 
cemetery where her brother is buried. In front of the full moon, we see the tomb of 
the Castellanos family. It is a large stone structure with a stairway leading down 
into the darkness.  The rest of the scene is depicted in shadow by a cloth, 
illuminated from behind, or video background.  Shadows, made by shadow puppets 
behind the screen, or other video techniques, create trees that rustle in the wind, 
strange moving spirits, and night ambiance. 
 
The house lights dim and the stage lights depict the last purple moments of day 
fading to blue, then to black. We hear the soft sound of a woman snoring. The 
moon and stars come out. After a few moments, we begin to hear crickets and 
occasional gusts of wind rustling through the trees. The sound of snoring fades 
 
ROSARIO CHILD stands in front of the Castellanos family tomb. Items from 
yesterday’s Day of the Dead celebration are still placed in front of the structure. 
These include marigolds, many toys, a kite, plates of food, and other Day of the 
Dead items. ROSARIO CHILD’s whispers echo as she speaks into the tomb. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

Mario? Mario! Are you in there? 
 

ROSARIO CHILD leans into the tombs and enunciates her words.  
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

Are..you..in..there? 



 
ROSARIO CHILD’s words echo in the darkness.  
 
 
Defeated, ROSARIO CHILD sighs and sits, leaning against the tomb. She fondles 
all the toys that have been brought for her dead brother with some jealousy. No one 
is taking care of her now. All the focus is on the lost son. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

Mother bought you a kite. She picked it out herself. 
It’s bright red so you can see it even when it’s all the way up in the sky. 
I wish I could have a kite. 
 
I’m really really sorry about the key. 
It belongs to you now.  

 
I'll put it right here. 

 
ROSARIO CHILD places the heavy metal key on the grave with a clink. We hear 
the sound of stone scraping on stone, deep in the tomb. The coffin lid is moving. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  
 Mario? Is that you in there? 
 
From deep in the tomb we hear UNDEAD MARIO whisper.  
 
UNDEAD MARIO:  

The key. 
 
We hear UNDEAD MARIO slowly walking up the stairs in his dress shoes. As he 
nears the entrance, ROSARIO CHILD sees him and opens her arms to embrace 
him.  
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

Mario!  
 
UNDEAD MARIO ignores ROSARIO CHILD. He looks around, blinded by the 
moonlight, searching for the key. 
 
 



UNDEAD MARIO:  
The key! The key!  

 
ROSARIO CHILD picks the key up and hands it to UNDEAD MARIO. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

Here it is. Take it. 
 
UNDEAD MARIO grabs the key and cradles it like a baby, making strange grunts 
of satisfaction. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD: 

What happened to you in there? (gasps) 
 

ROSARIO CHILD’s sentence is cut suddenly off as UNDEAD MARIO violently 
reaches out his arm and begins to strangle her with one hand. As she wilts, he 
reaches the other hand out to completely cut off her airflow. He then throws her to 
the ground and drags her roughly down the steps of the tomb into the darkness.  He 
throws her in the coffin and we hear the scrape of stone on stone as he pushes the 
lid shut over her.  
After a moment of silence, we hear her waking slowly, moving around in a panic 
and pounding on the stone from inside the coffin.  

 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:   

Mario! Mario! Please! Let me out! I can’t breathe. There’s no air in here! 
 
ROSARIO CHILD cries pitifully and pounds on the stone. There is no response. 
 
ROSARIO CHILD:  

You have to let me out. No one will notice I'm gone and they won't look for 
me. It's not fair. Mother only cares about you because you're the boy. 

 
 
ROSARIO CHILD cries and pounds on the stone coffin lid. 
 
 


